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“Many years ago there came to) watery graves that day. Wiil held 
what is now Northwestern Univer-/|his hand and tried to comfort him, 


sity, at Evanston, Illinois, 


| 


two | saying, ‘Ed, you saved seventeen!’ 


sturdy farmer boys named Ed and | But the hero answered, ‘I know it, 
will Spencer. Early one morning |I know it; but, oh, if I could only 


have just one more!’ 
wreck on Lake Michigan. A great | 


word came that there was a ship- 


crowd hurried to the place. Hd 


Saw a man clinging to some wreck- | 


age and vainly trying to reach the 
shore. Being a famous swimmer 


and without stopping to tie a rope 
around his waist and throw 
other end to his companions, 
sprang into the lake and swam out 
te the drowning man. But a piece 
of wreckage siruck the swimmer 
and made such a gash on his head 
that he was blinded by his own 
blood. Nevertheless Ed managed 
to bring the man ashore. After a 
little, Ed saw another man irying 
to make the shore. Tying one end 
of a rope round his waist, Ed swam 
out, grasped the struggling man, 
and was hauled ashore. Again and 
again he swam out into the icy 
waters, until he had saved a third, 
a fourth, a fifth, a sixth, a seventh, 
an eighth, a ninth, a tenth! Then 


‘trembling from exaustion and shiv- 


ering from the cold, he stood by a 
fire which his companions had 
built. Looking out over the lake, 
he saw another man struggling in 
the water. ‘Boys,’ he said, ‘I’m 
going in again.’ 

.« ‘No, no, Ed,’ they cried, ‘it’s no 
use. You couldn’t save him: you 
would simply throw away your own 
Kfe.’ 


“‘T’ll try, anyhow,’ he answered, 
and again he sprang into the lake, 
reached the drowning man, and 
was pulled ashore. Again and again 
he went in, until he had saved an 
eleventh, a twelfth, a thirtenth, a 
fourteenth, and a fifteenth. Then, 
tottering cver to the fire, he stood 
so haggard and 
pale and blue that the hand of 
Death was apparently already upon 
him. But after a few minutes, 
turning and looking again out ove 
the lake, he saw the heads of a 
man and woman above a spar that 
was rising and falling on the 
waves; and he saw that they were 
drifting toward a point beyond 
which waited certain death. ‘Boys,’ 


| he said, ‘there’s a man trying to 


save his wife: I’m going to help 
him.’ 

“‘No, no, Ed,’ they protested. ‘It 
would be suicide: you would only 
be throwing your own life away.’ 


“T’ll try anyhow,’ he answered; 


‘swam out to the spar, and brought 
m to safety. 
. “Then loving hands carried him 


Yio his room, rubbed the chilled and 


exhausted body and put him to bed. 
He seemed to fall asleep. But af- 
ter a while his brother Will, who 
was sitting by the fire in the grate, 
felt a touch on his shoulder. Turn- 


yiteg, he saw Ed standing and look- 


ing “eagerly down into his eyes. 
. “What is it, Ed?’ Will asked. 
“yyjll, did I do my best?’ 
“« “you. saved seventeen!’ : 
“*Yes, I know; but, Will, do you 
think I did my very best?’ 
* “will put him back in bed; but 


tossed in a semi-delirium, thinking, 


not of the seventeen he had saved, 
| ¥but of the many who went down to 


s. 
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Listen in, tell your friends, 
pray. We trust that Chris- 
tians may be blessed and sin- 
ners saved. 


; 


“——From Windows and Wings, 
(Copyrighted). 

“(In other versions of this story, 

which is an exception to the rule 


» | of ti S 
Ed threw off his outer clothing | the ye Pt pach DUS YORUMA, 


r saved is given 
incorrectly, in some as only four- 


the |teen instead of seventeen. The fol- 


lowing letter from Dr. Torrey both 
certifies correctness of this version 
and gives a remarkable coinci- 
dence. — Editor). 
“October 25, 1927 

“Dear Dr. Hurlbutt: 

“I send you herewith the ccrrect 
story of Ed Spencer — 

“In 1908 I was holding a union 


DALLAS, TEXAS, FRIDAY, 


ee 


NOVEMBE 


Effectual Prayer 


“It is true that Bible prayers in 
word and print are short, but the 
praying men of the Bible were 
with God through many a sweet 
and holy wrestling hour. They won 
by few words but long waiting. The 
prayers Moses records may be 
short, but Moses prayed to God 
with fastings and mighty cryings 
forty days and nights. 


“The statement of Elijah’s pray- 
ing may be condensed to a few 
brief paragraphs, but doubtless 
Elijah, who when ‘praying he 
prayed,’ spent many hours of fiery 
struggle and lofty intercourse with 
God before he could, with assured 
boldness, say to Ahab, “There shall 
not be dew nor rain these years, 
but according to my word.’ The 
verbal brief of Paul’s prayers is 
short, but Paul ‘prayed night and 


day exceedingly.’ The ‘Lord’s Pray- 
er’ is a divine epitome for infant 
| lips, 


but the man Christ Jesus 


meeting of all the churches of Los | prayed many an all-night ere His 
Angeles, and on the first Sunday | work was done; and His all-night 
|afternoon I told this story. Dr. | and long-sustained devotions gave 
| Baer, then president of Occidental |to His work its finish and perfec- 


| 


College . . 


. sat on the platform. | tion, and to His character the full- 


|_As soon as I told the story, Dr. | ness and glory of its divinity. 


|Baer stepped up and whispered to | 
. Called | 
the meeting to order, as they were | 


' 
' 


| 


| 
| 


_down from the exertions of that | 


me...I immediately... 


leaving the building .. . I said, ‘I 
have often been asked what hap- 
pened to Ed Spencer. He, broken 


day, was unable to complete his 
college course and preparation for 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


“Spiritual work is taxing work, 
and men are loath to do it. 
ing, true praying, costs an outlay 
| of serious attention and of time, 
‘which flesh and blood do not rclish. 
'Few persons are made of such 
strong fiber that they will make a 
‘costly outlay when surface work 
will pass as well in the market.” 


— KE. M. Bounds. 


R 15, 1935 


; 


"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20. 


Deity of Christ, His Blocd Atonement Salv 
Christ. Opposes Sin, Modernism, and Denominational Ov 


“ —— ae 


ation by 
erlcordship 


a 


Faith, New Testament 


a 
——_ 


Office: 201 East Tenth St.., 


= a 


Phone 6-6388 


Building 


ee ee eee 


a ee ee 


Fund Offering By Mail 


Friends everywhere will 
goes on steadily on the big two- 
story Sunday School section of our 
building, ninety by forty-five feet. 
The second story window frames 
are nearly all in place, and the 
brick on one side is two stories 
high. Sub-flooring is being laid on 
the second floor, and in a few days 
the second story roof trusses will 
begin to be put in place. 

Our building fund is exhausted. 
Our people are giving and wiil 
give loyally week after week to 
keep the work going. But it oc- 
curred today to this editor that 
many friends who read The Sword 
of the Lord would be happy to put 
some of the Lord’s money in this 
enterprise. The building is badly 


ithe Lord to borrow money, and we 


needed, and needed now. Work 


joumnt to be rushed to completion. 


We do not believe it would please 


do not intend to do so. We must 
pay as we build, and just as soon 


as we can possibly do so, we must 
have the building ready for Sun- 
day School use. Some of our class- 
[es have been meeting in the open | 
Pray-j|air, but winter is here, and that 


‘cannot continue. They are crowd- 
‘ed in the auditorium. We need 
‘room for them now. Besides, we 
‘need more office space for handling 
| this paper, The Sword of the Lord. 
| This is a great missionary 
church. We spend thousands of 
|dollars getting the gospel out over 


AND HE CRIED UNTO THE LORD ALL NIGHT 


Great Blessings In All Night Prayer Meeting Last Friday Night 


All night prayer meetings are 
Scriptural. The Prophet Samuel, 


sin, cried to God all night. Anna 


day” (Luke 2:37). Jesus “spake 
a parable unto them to this end, 
that men ought always to pray, 
and not to faint;” the parable of 
the widow and the unjust judge, 
and then he said, “Shall not God 
avenge his own elect, which cry 
day and night unto him?” Paul 
prayed “night and day exceedingly 
that we might see your face.” I 
Thess. 3:10; See also Il Timothy 
1:3). The godly widow, who is to 
be supported by the church, Paul 
wrote Timothy, is she who “Con- 
tinueth in supplications and prayers 
night and day” (I Tim. 5:5). It 
was evidently customary and char- 
acteristic for Bible Christians to 
pray all night. 

The Saviour Himself sometimes 
prayed all night. Luke 6:12 tells 
us, “And it came to pass in those 
days, that he went out into a 
mountain to pray, and continued 
all night in prayer to God.” The 
very Son of God needed to pray, 
wanted to pray, and did pray all 
the night through. If He needed to 
pray how much more do we need 
to pray. Certainly then Christians 
should sometimes pray all night. 


The prayer meeting in the 12th 
chapter of Acts would evidently 
have lasted all night had God not 
answered and released Peter from 
prison before daylight! And the 
service at Troas recorded in Acts 
20:6-12, including Paul’s preach- 
ing, lasted until the break of day. 
So we have plenty of Scriptura! 
examples for having an all night 
prayer meeting during the Bible 
School. 

After the regular program of 
Bible teaching and preaching of the 


| Bible, School closed last Friday 


| 


went home and others came to 


grieved and troubled over Saul’s|the front to pray. Probably 300 
‘people had some part in the all 
the prophetess “served God with night prayer meeting. After one 
fastings and prayers night and|o’clock someone counted 149 pres- 
ent still, and at 6:30 in the morn- 
ing, thirty-nine people were pres- 
ent, having remained during the 
entire night praying. 


A Real Prayer Meeting 


Services are often called prayer 
meetings when in fact they are 
‘nothing of the kind but merely 
talk-fests. A good many years ago 
ithe W. M. U. in my church was ac- 
‘customed to observe “a week of 
|prayer for foreign missions,” but 
\'the week’s program was usually 
principally taken up with talking 
‘instead of praying. The average 
Wednesday night prayer meetings 
have very little praying. Two or 
three brethren may be called on to 
pray, but most of the service is 
given over to talking, singing and 
testifying. All of these are good, 
but they are not praying. There 
ought to be services given over 
principally to prayer, and such was 
our all night prayer meeting. There 
was a minimum of testifying and 
no preaching at all. People con- 
fessed their sins and requested 
prayer for their burdens, and then 
we prayed. When one or two would 
make a request, then we would 
stop and pray. 

The real value in the prayer 
meeting was that prayers were 
definite and explicit. Three preach- 
ers and another man who confessed 
they were guilty of using tobacco, 
came and knelt together in the al- 
tar and we prayed for them that 
God would give them power to quit 
tobacco or that He would take 
away the taste for it entirely. 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


night, those who desired to do so% 


Subscriptions Are 


Some girls confessed their temp- | 


Pouring In 


There has been a great increase 
of paid subscriptions to The Sword 
of the Lord within the last few 


weeks. In six days last week, there 


‘were 154 subscriptions received. 
‘Since last Friday we have received 
| seventy-eight new subscriptions. In 
‘the last sixteen weeks, we have 
received 913 paid subscriptions for 
\The Sword of the Lord. Subscrip- 
‘tions are coming from all parts of 
‘the United States as well as locally. 


Subscribe Today! Dance Book Free 


The thirty-two page book on 
“The Dance — Child of the Brothel, 
Sister of Drunkenness, Lewdness, 
and Divorce, The Mother of Lust 
-—-A Road to Hell!” is arousing 
widespread comment, A pastor in 
‘New York state writes, “I have 
just received your book on The 
Dance. I do not know who sent 
it, but it was just what I needed. 
‘I used material in it for Sunday 
‘night sermon.” 
| An air mail, special delivery let- 
‘ter from California, praises the 
'booklet on The Dance and orders 
other of my booklets. This thirty- 
two page book, a red hot, slashing, 
Scriptural attack on the wicked- 
ness of the rotten dance, printed 
on good book paper, with orange, 
leatherette cover, is given abso- 
lutely free with one year’s sub- 


50c a year. This special offer is 


only temporary, closing November 


| 30th. Subscribe today. 


| Street, Dallas, Texas. 


be 
pleased to know that the work 


the radio. We have spent thou- 
sands of dollars in these three 
years in spreading gospel litera- 
ture. On the papers alone we have 
spent, in the last year’s time, about 
$1,200.00 more than the income 
from subscriptions and advertising. 
But it is a glorious work. My 
church has just closed a great Bi- 
ble School where scores of preach- 
ers and hundreds of others from 
fourteen states were taught the 
Word of God and wonderfully 
blessed. It was a project entailing 
enormous labor on the part of the 
pastor, office force and members. 
It cost between two and three hun- * 
dred dollars in cash besides. It 
was a great joy, and worth. much 
more than that. Church and pas- 
tor were glad to give themseives 
unstintingly and without any finan- 
cial remuneration to the Bible 
School. It was mission work that 
will count for many years, we 
trust. 


This church constantly promotes 
mission work through revivals. We 
hold them all over Dallas and out 
of Dailas. In the last ten months, 
this pastor has been away in re- 
vivals four months. Sometimes peo- 
ple were able to pay, and some- 
times when expenses of the revival 
were paid, there was very little 
left in money. But there was left 
a great joy of sinners saved, fami- 
lies reunited, homes blessed and 
churches built up. We are happy 
to do this mission work. It is a 
mission church b ypony out the gos- 
pel by means our own services, 
the papers, tracts and booklets, re- 
vivals everywhere, Bible Schools 
and services on the streets, in the 
jails and everywhere. 


Do you want to have a part in 
this good work? If God lays it 
on your heart to help in this build- 
ing program at this time, then 
send an offering to help buy mor- 
tar, lumber and pay for labor. Hach 
offering by mail will be acknow!l- 
edged by mail. Write to John R. 
Rice, 201 East Tenth Street, if you 
feel impressed to have a part in 
this good work. 


A GREAT GOD 


“We have a God who grudges 
us nothing. He gives liberally. He 
satisfies —- fills-——the longing soul. 
When He is going to work a mira- 
cle He says, ‘Fill the water pots 
with water.’ When the widow was 
going to have her needs supplied, 
the prophet said, ‘Borrow as many 
vessels as you can.’ When the Is- 
raelites hungered, God gave them 
manna every morning for forty 
years. When Samson was ready to 
die of thirst, he prayed to the Lord, 
and the Lord gave him a whole 
well. Solomon asked for wisdom, 
and God gave him a heart so large 
it was like the sand of the sea- 
shore. When the poor and needy 
seek water, God opens rivers in 
high places. — Andrew A. 


scription to The Sword of the Lord, 


Write John R. Rice, 201 E. 10th 


| Bonar, D.D.” 


“Blessed are they which do hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness: 
for they shall be filled. Matt. 5:6. 
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Announcement 


Hear Ben D. Johnson over radio 
station KFRO, 1310 kilocycles, 
from Lubbock, Texas. Services 
from 8:00 to 8:30. Ben D. Johnson, 
pastor, Tabernacle Baptist Church 
‘in Lubbock. 
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And He Cried — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


tation to dance and then we had 
definite prayer that God would give 


them grace and remove the temp- 
tation. 


A father reported that his son 
had felt called to preach, but was 
in rebellion against God and asked 
our prayers. We prayed that the 
father, returning home from the 
Bible Schools, would find that his 
son had surrendered to the call 
of God. 


We prayed for individuals by 
name; for some that they might 
be soul winners, for others that 
they might win definite victories 
of one kind or another... We prayed 
for particular services to follow 
Saturday night and Sunday; that 
God would speedily give second 
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class postage rmit for The 
Sword of the Lord. All the night 
through the prayers were definite 
and many came to have definite 
assurance that their prayers were 
answered before they had gone. 


Some Happy Incidents 


I have no doubt that many lives 
were really changed by the all 
night prayer meeting during the 
Bible School. The following inci- 
dents which occurred will show 
that the power of God was there 
to bless. 


A gospel singer and preacher, 
with a fine voice, was present and 
gave this testimony. He had been 
unable to meet expenses in revival 
work. Then he felt he had been 
mistreated by some preachers. He 
had already practically decided to 
leave the ministry and evangelis- 
tic singing and sell his voice in 
the commercial world. Already he 
was arranging for radio programs 
and had engagments with business 
men to close contracts for the 
future. But he was at the radio 
station during one of our week 
day broadcasts, heard the Bantas 
sing, heard the message, and Bro. 
Sam Morris talked to him. Thurs- 
day night he was in the services 
and returned for all the services 
Friday. In the all night prayer 
meeting, he arose and told us his 
trouble and asked prayer that he 
might get the matter settied. He 
came forward, knelt with Brother 
Banta, and after prayer, arose and 
said he was definitely decided to 
call off all other engagements and 
give himself definitely to the Lord’s 
work. 


A good man who had once been 
very happy and useful in this 
church, was present in the all night 
prayer meeting. He had fallen 
under the influence of a preacher 
who disliked this church and pas- 
tor. As others were making con- 
fessions Friday night, he arose and 
said, “I have a confession to make. 
I have said some awfuly hard 


*3\things against that man (pointing 
;| toward the pastor). 


Brother Rice, 
I want you to forgive me, and I 
want the church to forgive me and 


pray for me. God took the tobacco 
-@1| habit from me once and I stayed 


.j/ quit for a year but I have gone 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


back to it. I want Him to help me 
again. I want all of you to pray 
for me.” By the time he got this 
far, we met together in the aisle 
and put our arms around each 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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DO IT NOW! 


“I was reading the other day of 
a man who was riding to the city 
with his nephew. The nephew said 
to his uncle: ‘I am going to buy a 
few presents for my wife and for 
my mother.’ The uncle said: ‘I 
never did much of that. I used to 
buy candy once in a while for the 
children but that was all.’ The 
nephew replied: ‘Try it, uncle. 
Make aunty a New Year’s present 
and see how it will work.’ The 
elder man dropped into a quiet 
mood and did not talk a great deal 
as they finished their journey, but 
the younger man, having completed 
his errand and going into a large 
dry-goods store to gather up an 
armful of bundles, found his uncle 
fingering a soft gray silk. After 
the nephew had aided the uncle in 
selecting the dress pattern, the un- 
cle confided to him in a bashful 
sort of way that he had bought 
her a silver mounted toilet set — 
brush and comb and glass — and 
some other little things, and said: 
‘TT am almost scared to give them 
to her.’ ‘Well, uncle,’ said the boy, 
‘they won’t hurt her any. You tell 
me how it worked when you get 
through.’ 


“After the Christmas had come, 
the nephew was calling upon his 
uncle and the uncle seemed more 
than ever embarassed and hesitant. 
Finally, when they were alone, he 
said: ‘I put them on the bed and 
went out of the room that she 
might find them. She did not come 
out and I got scared for fear that 
something had happened, and when 
I went and looked through the 
door, she was on her knees by the 
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bed, sobbing over my gifts, and 
when I came into the room she 
came to me and called me “pa” 
and kised me.’ It is unfortunate 
and not an uncommon thing that 
good people who really love one 
another should love thus without 
the expression of affection until it 
is too late — flowers on the coffin 
sO many times where there are no 
flowers in the lifetime.”’ 

(From “Getting Things from 

God” by Charles A. Blanchard) 

sictisesal endian 


“Blessed is he that considereth 
the poor: the Lord will deliver him 
in time of trouble. 

“The Lord will preserve him, and 
keep him alive; and he shall be 
blessed upon the earth: and thou 
wilt not deliver him unto the will 
of his enemies. 
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST MODERNISM 


t (Continued From Previous Issue) 


SAYS GOSPEL LONG LOST 


\ Satan’s ministers appear as angels of light. Modernists 
«who do not believe in the infallibility of the Bible, the 
deity of Christ and salvation of the individual by the blood, 
« personal miraculous regeneration, yet are against war, 
often against drink, and for social reform. How would Sa- 
tan deceive people, if his program were always totally and 
obviously bad? So the Southern Baptist Convention heard 
this sermon through without opposition, while Dr. Phillips 
spoke for world-wide peace and righteousness, but denied 
every essential of the Christian faith. 


+ 


Throughout the address, this modernist took the posi- 
‘ tion that moral reform is the true gospel, the “gospel of 
_ the kingdom” he calls it, and that blood redemption is not 
“the true gospel. So in the next paragraph after the one 
last quoted, he says the real gospel has been long lost, in 
the following words: 


Is it not time that we re-discover and proclaim the long 
( lost gospel of Christ? That we clear the highway of the 
robbers, and remove the causes of evil conditions? 


Already he had said that we needed to re-study the 
atonement, redemption, and salvation, and said that the 
disciples who wrote the New Testament misunderstood the 
teaching of Jesus. Now he says that we need to “re-dis- 
cover and proclaim the long lost gospel of Christ.” Jesus 
preached the true gospel (reform socially) but His disciples 
who wrote the New Testament and demanded a new birth 
and salvation of the individual by the blood, seem to have 
lost it, and now Dr. Phillips says we must re-discover that 
social gospel, lost so long! And the Southern Baptist Con- 

, ° vention drank that in, Baptist papers published the “splen- 
4 did sermon” and opined that it would do much good! That 
is simply another attack on the true gospel of Jesus Christ. 


‘DON'T MOULD THEOLOGY AFTER OLD TESTAMENT 


) SACRIFICES,’ CONVENTION SPOKESMAN SAYS 


The sermon gets worse as it draws to its close. A 
little lower, we take the following passage, an entire para- 
r ‘ graph: 


A better day is dawning. Many pastors and people are 
not far from the Kingdom of God. We are beginning to see 
that the Christian church is not the offshoot of the Jewish 
church, but a new creation. That Baptist preachers are not 
successors of priests, but sons of prophets. That the cere- 
monials and sacrifices “which could never take away sins’’ 

be are not the moulds into which our theologies should be cast. 
That God is holy and demands a righteous people. That God 
is strictly truthful and will not pronounce us righteous until 

. we really are. That salvation is neither mystical nor magical, 
but the practical application of the principles of Christ and of 
Galilee and Calvary to the motives and methods of men. 


“A better day is dawning,” he thinks, as regards the- 
. ology. His kind of teaching is increasing, he says, and that 
is true, sad to say, just as the Bible says it will increase. 
(‘Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiv- 
, ing, and being deceived” (II Tim. 3:13). “Now the Spirit 
' speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall de- 
» | part from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 
doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their 
conscience seared with a hot iron” (I Tim. 4:1, 2). That 
is happening among Southern Baptists, on every hand, but 
only a modernist could say concerning the change now go- 
ing on in theology, that “a better day is dawning.” And 
‘what is it that pleases this modernist about the change 
that is taking place in theology? It is that many are for- 
saking the doctrine of blood redemption and justification 
é by faith! 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


And He Cried — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


other. Members of the church came 
forward eagerly to shake his hand 
and tell him that we all loved him 
just the same as ever and wanted 
his fellowship. 


Afterwards he came to kneel ai 
the altar with three preachers that 
we might pray God to help all four 
of them to quit tobacco. Sunday 
afternoon this good man declared 
that God had taken the taste en- 
tirely away and that he had had 
no desire for tobacco since the 
prayer Friday night! Praise the 
Lord! 

One young man, called to preach, 
arose in the prayer meeting and 
declared that he had been fasting 
for four days, had gone without 
eating, and was determined that he 
would not eat until God gave him 
power to win souls. We prayed 
together that he might have the 
soul winning power. 


Another preacher arose, weeping, 
and confessed that he had wronged 
his mother. Two weeks before, in 
another state, he had left home 
after angry words with his mother, 
telling her that he hoped never to 
set foot in her home again! There 
was no doubt of his sincerity as 
the tears rolled down his face. He 
asked us to pray for him and 
agreed that if we would pray he 
would write his mother immediate- 
ly ,asking forgiveness. He got 
peace in his heart and I am sure 
the matter will be settled to the 
glory of God. 


The Value of All Night Prayer 
Meetings 


The above incidents show that 
\the prayer meeting really gct re- 
sults. People really confessed their 
sins and really prayed. It was a 
heart searching time. But I be- 
lieve that more valuable than any 
one answer to prayer that came, 
is the fact that many people 
learned how to pray and got start- 
‘ed to praying. I am sure that one 
great weakness of modern Christi- 
anity is that people depend too 
much on what men do instead of 
what God does. The modernist and 
the moralist and the ceremonial- 
|ist depends on man’s righteousnes 
| to save him instead of on the right- 
| eousness of God. So the rest of us 
depend more on preaching, testi- 
fying, organization and work in- 
stead of on the power of God. I 
have a deep and growing convic- 
tion that people need to learn to 
| pray before they learn to preach, 
and that praying is infinitely more 
important than preaching. I be- 
lieve that one who learns to pray 
can then learn to preach or do 
any thing else God wants him to 
do. For that reason, this editor 
spoke daily on “Prayer and Power” 
in the Bible School, and actually, 
a great deal of time in the Bible 
School was given to praying. 

The all night prayer meeting 
emphasized prayer. It encouraged 
Christians to set aside a definite 
time of several hours (many of 
‘them stayed the entire eight and 
one-half hours) for prayer. It en- 
‘couraged people to put praying be- 
fore sleeping and before ease of 
body. For many of those present, 
it was the first such experience 
in a lifetime, and practically all 
of them decided they would pray 
all night again. 

There is something wonderfully 
interesting and strange that hap- 
pens to those who commit them- 
Selves to a long period, several 
hours, of prayer. If a regular 
prayer service continues more than 
an hour or an hour and a half, 
even the best of Christians grow 
a little weary. They have .a sub- 
conscious feeling that the service 
is running overtime, that it is time 
to go home, etc. But when people 
come to stay all night, or to stay 
all day, and when nothing else is 
before them except praying, some 
way there is an abandonment to 
prayer and to enjoyment of prayer 
which is wholly different from the 
usual attitude. People feel in no 
rush, they feel like they can take 
time now to pray through matters 
for which they had long wished to 
have an answer from God. The 
Holy Spirit seems to be pleased 
and takes more complete poses- 
sion when He is not bound or limit- 
ed by our plans for:the next hour. 
Those who go into an all night 
prayer meeting for the first time 
always seem surprised to find that 
they do not grow sleepy. When we 


prayer, I have found it universally 
surprising that those who came to 
fast and pray do not grow hungry. 
Later many have confessed to me 
that they really expected to be 
tormented by hunger and thought 
they would bear it for the Lord! 
Instead, in giving ourselves up to 
a day or night of the Lord’s pres- 
ence, we find Him much more 
precious and near than we had 
supposed! 


A word of caution is proper at 
this time. Mere form is not pleas- 
ing to God in matters of religion. 
A fast, or a night of prayer ob- 
served purely with the thought of 
gaining favor with God by deny- 
ing ourselves,-may prove disap- 
pointing. I do not believe that 
fasting is of any special virtue 
where one’s mind and heart is on 
food. I believe that Christians 
ought often to fast, but I believe 
the fasting ought to come from 
the heart. That is, they ought to 
choose to enjoy the food from 
Heaven instead of food for the 
body for a little season. If we de- 
light in the presence of God and 
in seeking and finding His will and 
His power and getting our prayers 
answered, then we can well do 
without food for certain seasons. 
Likewise, the night of prayer in 
which people punish themselves to 
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And He Cried — 
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stay awake when they are think- 
ing of sleep and longing for the 
bed, would doubtless not be a spir- 
itual blessing nor pleasing. to God. 
In other words, any kind of re- 
ligious service ought to be from 
a sincere and earnest heart. When 
people pray all night, they really 
ought to be praying from the heart 
and asking for definite things. Per- 
haps often it would be wise to have 
an understanding that we will pray 
until we get our prayers answered 
or get the victory. When we have 
peace of mind and assurance that 
our ends are attained, we should 
feel free to close the service. In 
our all night prayer meeting, we 
announced repeatedly that people 
could come when they liked and 
leave when they got ready; that 
no ome was to stay simply as a 
matter of duty unless his heart 
was in the matter. I am sure that 
is one reason that God met us in 
great power and blessing. We real- 
ly did pray for definite objects of 
prayer. Those who stayed were 
the ones who really desired to stay. 
There was no criticism for those 
who left and no praise for those 
who remained. 


Some Suggestions 


May I offer some suggestions 
about prayer. The first of these 
is, BE DEFINITE! Prayer is not 


simply meditation, not simply wor- 
ship if you speak of prayer in the 
Bible sense. The modernist who 
tells you that prayer ought to be 
simply subjective exercise out of 
Which will grow peace and quite 
and courage, is utterly unscriptural 
in his definition of prayer. The 
prayers of the Bible were objective, 
that is, they asked for something 
from God. The man who said, 
“Friend, lend me three loaves,’ is 
given aS an example of definite 
prayer. The woman who said, 
“Avenge me of mine adversary,”’ 
was praying definitely. The Syro- 
phenician woman who prayed to 
Jesus, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
thou son of David; my daughter 
is grievously vexed with a devil,’ 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


was praying definitely. The Lord's 
prayer teaches us to pray, “Give 
us this day our daily bread.” 
Prayer, according to the definition 
of Jesus, is ask and. receiving, 
seeking and fiinding, knocking and 
having it opened. Bible characters 
prayed for rain, for he , for 
salvation, and to get out of jail. 
And so ought we to pray for jups, 
for healing the sick, for money 
to pay the light bill, for a way- 
ward boy’s conversion, etc. 

Well do I remember how I was 
once impressed when a learned man 
said publicly, “Don’t always come 
asking God for things. Prayer 
ought to be usually simply worship 
and praise and meditation. Prayer 
will be good for you, will give you 
new peace, new determination. But 
you need not expect God to change 
His plans to give you some little 
detail that you want.” I thought 
then he was a very smart man. 
I know now he was an utter up- 
believer in prayer, in the Bible 
sense. He was a modernist. Surely 
our prayers ought to have some 
praise, some worship, but prayer 
in the Bible sense is asking things 
from God and getting them. Let 
us thea be definite when we pray. 

For the all night prayer meet- 
ing, I wrote out a list of things fol 
which I needed to pray. I often do 
that for my private praying. I 
do not keep a prayer list. I have 
tried it and found that if I come 
every day to one long list it some- 
times becomes merely a form. In- 
stead, I make a new list of things 


to pray for every day, whether I 
write it down or not, and I often 
do write it down. If you go to the 
bank to borrow money, you don't 
say, “I want to borrow some a- 
mount of money sometime.” In- 
stead you say, “I should like to 
borrow $50.00 today for a certain 
purpose.” One doesn’t go into a 
restaurant and say, “Get me some- 
thing to eat.” Instead, if he wants 
service, one says, “Please give me 
a plate lunch with roast beef, green 
beans and corn, a glass of sweet 
milk, and brown bread.” I have 
heard mothers pray, “Lord, save 
my boy sometime before it is too 
late.” That is a foolish and un- 
scriptural prayer because it is so 
indefinite as to time. I have often 
found it helps to try to find ahead 
of time how many souls I should 
ask of God for one particular serv- 
ice, and then lay hold on God for 
that number. Countless times He 
has definitely led me to pray for 
five of ten or twenty, and then 
has answered that prayer exactly. 
I am sure we ought not to be 
arbitary with God, but I am sure 
we ought to earnestly try to find 
His wll as definitely as possible 
and then pray definitely for exact 
results. Surely the Lord must have 
been speaking about this matter 
when He said, “Ye have not, be- 
cause ye ask not.” And Jesus said 
in Mark 11:24, “What things so- 
ever ye desire, when ye pray, be- 
lieve that ye receive them, and ye 
shall have them.” Be definite, 
Brother. If you don’t want any- 
thing, then get off the telephone. 
If you do want something definite, 
then tell God about it and expect 
a definite answer. 

A second suggestion I would 
humbly offer is this; pray while 
the thing is on your mind. In the 
all night prayer meeting, when a 
request or two was made, then we 
would definitely pray for those re- 
quests. When a preacher confessed 
his tobacco habit and asked us to 
pray for his deliverance, Brother 
Banta asked him to come forward 
and kneel and then have others 
who had the same habit, which 
‘surely grieves the Holy Spirit, to 
come and kneel beside him. Then 
we stopped and areas definitely 
for those four men. I believe that 
was a great deal better than wait- 
ing for an hour, until a hundred 
other requests had been made, and 
then trying to offer the whole mass 
of requests to God together. A 
housewife who telephones her gro- 
cerman, to order groceries, tells 
him each item separately and waits 
until he writes that item down be- 
fore telling him the rest. That is 
being definite. That is really pray- 
ing. , 

Again and again people ask me, 
“Brother Rice, pray for me,” or 
“Pray for my boys,” ‘etc. Years 
ago it was my custom to agree, 
and then later on, when I came 
to pray, I felt grieved and ashamed 
because I did not remember all the 
requests. Now I never agree to 
pray daily for anybody. I do agree 
to pray for people as often as God 
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brings it to mind and lays it on 
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my heart. But I try to make it 
a custom of my life to pray fot 
things immediately, whenever I am 
impressed about them. Often we 
have five or six short periods of 
prayer a day in my home and in 
the office. Personal workers start 
out to win souls; so we stop just 
then and pray for them. A letter 
comes, asking prayer for some one 
who is unsaved. We gather then 
and have a prayer that God will 
save that one. A member tele- 
phones about someone who is sick 
and requests prayer, and so we 
Stop and pray. I am sure that if 
Christians are to pray without 
ceasing, as the Bible commands, 
then it is important and right for 
us to take up each matter with the 
Lord just as He lays it on our 
hearts and we feel the need for 
God’s help. 

A third suggestion I would make, 
particularly about prayer services, 
is that we should avoid too much 
talking in a prayer meeting. The 
Devil does not want God’s people 
to testify, unless they ought to 
be doing something far more im- 
portant. Praying is more import- 
ant and so the Devil is delighted 
if he can get God’s people to talk 
to each other instead of talking to 
God. It seems likely that in a 
prayer meeting there should be 
only such talk as would unite the 
hearts of the people in prayer and 
such confessions as would remove 
the obstacles between Chr.stians 
and God. We are commanded to 
“Confess your faults one to an- 
other, and pray one for another.”’ 


|{n a prayer meeting, prayer ought 
ito be the same thing. 


Another suggestion I should like 
to lay on the hearts of all who 
ever prayed, and that is PRAY 
THROUGH! Whether you pray 
alone or in company with cthers, 
if you want things from God, make 
up your mind to stay with the 
business until you get the answer. 
If you cannot do it in one session, 
I should remind God that I ex- 
pected to keep the matter before 
Him, and at the earliest opportuni- 
ty, I would return to whole-hearted 
prayer. God is honored and pleased 
when His people come, like the 
importunate widow in Luke 18, or 
like the friend whose importunity 
secured as many loaves as he need- 
ed, in Luke 11. I believe often 
we miss the blessing because we 
do not_continue to pray until we 
have perfect assurance that God 
has heard and will give us the 
partitions which we have desired 
of Him. 


Lord, teach us to pray! 


Did I Do? — 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


the ministry. He has been a sem)- 
invalid all his life and is now living 
in southern California, and I am 
told that he is in the audience this 
afternoon. If he is, will he kindly 
step to the platform?’ A Methodist 
minister, who knew him, brought 
him to the platform. And as he 
stood there beside me, bowed down 
by the exertions of that day, and 
by the weight of his seventy years, 
that audience broke to pieces. I 
had never seen a scene like it be- 
fore, and do not expect to see such 
again. The whole audience arose 
with one accord; some waved their 
handkerchiefs; many broke into 
sobs and sank to their seats. 


“Dr. Baer told me some days af- 
ter of a friend in the audience, 
who,: when I had told the story, 
said to himself, ‘Another of these 
evangelists’ lies.’ But when... 
the hero of the story .. . stood be- 
side me, this friend said to him- 
self, ‘I’ll never call these stories 
lies again.’ 

“After the meeting was over, Ed 
told me the story himself. We be- 
came intimate friends. He lived 
some years after that.” 

“Sincerely, 
“R. A. Torrey.” 
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